

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
Town Board
Town of Janesville, Wisconsin
February 3, 2020

Posted: Thursday, January 30, 2020, at the Town Office, Lion's Quick Mart, Consolidated School, and townofjanesville.org   
Members Present: Chairman Bruce Schneider, Supervisors, David Rebout, Gary Fox, Janet Kassel, and Lon Coplien.
Members Absent: None
Others Present: Town Clerk Julie Eells, Treasurer Peggy Augustine, Attorney Mark Schroeder, Building Inspector Tim Kienbaum, Constable Archie Henkelmann and (8) members of the public.
Meeting called to order by Chairman Schneider at 7:30 P.M. at the Town Hall, 1628 N. Little Court, Janesville, Wisconsin, followed by The Pledge of Allegiance. 
1.	Minutes of Previous Meeting
Moved by Fox, seconded by Kassel, that the minutes of the regular Meeting, held January 6, 2020, be approved as presented. Motion carried on voice vote.
2.    	Moved by Fox, seconded by Coplien, that the financial report, ending  
      January 31, 2020, be accepted as read by Treasurer Augustine. Motion carried 	on voice vote. 
3.	Citizen Participation
	A. Sheila Everhart, 4618 W County Rd A, reported results from a traffic study 
      conducted on Burdick Road during the week of June 15, 2019, by the Rock 
      County Sheriff’s Department. This information was e-mailed to the Clerk after  
      2pm the day of the meeting and it was forwarded to the 2 Supervisors who have 
      e-mail service, and to Town Attorney Holly Jensen. Copies were printed and 
      given to the other Board members when they arrived to the meeting. Sheila, on 
      behalf of the County A and Burdick Road Community Neighborhood Watch 
	Group (ABC NW Group), reported that 75% of all drivers traveling Burdick Road
	during daily 60 minute intervals starting at 9 AM on June 15 through June 22, 	2019, were speeding, with the highest speed recorded at 87 mph. Sheila reminded 
      the Board that there is a request for action regarding reducing the speed limit on 
      Burdick Rd from 45 mph to 35 mph, which has been discussed at the October, 
	November and December 2019 Town of Janesville Town Board Meetings. 
	Reducing the speed limit on Burdick Road is within the Town of Janesville 
      Board’s authority. Sheila added that the cost for the Town to approve reducing the 
      speed limit would be approximately $250, to replace 4 metal signs (using the 
      existing posts), plus labor. Sheila concluded by saying if the Town does not have 
      the funds to replace the signs, the ABC NW Group will secure the funds while 
      collecting signatures for a petition that she will present at the March 2020 Town 
      Board Meeting. Sheila then asked the Board if her ABC NW Group should 
      begin collecting funds. Chairman Schneider said the Board can not tell her what
      to do in this matter, since it was not on tonight’s agenda.
	Schneider said this will be on the March agenda under Unfinished Business.
	Sheila thanked the Board for listening.
	
	B. John Troon, 4500 N County Rd F, reported to the Board that he has been 
	making slow progress, due to the snow, in removing the extra vehicles on his 
	property. Schneider and Kassel thanked John for the update.

	
	C. Supervisor Kassel would like the Board to hold a special meeting to go over
	the information that has been gathered and learned the past few months from 
	working with Duane Jorgenson, regarding roads and bridges and the opportunities
	to receive funding for repairs. She said Gary has put in a lot of time and effort
	entering road rating data for the state and she said they need to continue planning
	and come up with a 2 year road plan, if not a 5 year road plan. She asked the 
      Board members if they would be willing to meet within the next month. 
      Schneider and Rebout said they did not believe they can act on this. Attorney 
	Schroeder stated that scheduling a future meeting would be permitted; the Board 
	just cannot discuss anything about the future special meeting right now. Also, the 
	Clerk is authorized to contact the Board to arrange a date that works for 
      everyone for the special meeting regarding roads in Janesville Township. 
	Moved by Kassel, seconded by Coplien, to have the Clerk call the Board to set 
      up a special meeting to talk about roads. Motion carried on voice vote.
4.	Committee Recommendations-did not meet
5.	Unfinished Business – none
6.	New Business
A. Building Inspector Report –Supervisor Kassel asked Tim Kienbaum how 
people have reacted to the new permit fees, to which Tim replied that he has not 
yet issued any new home construction permit in 2020. Tim added that he has 
issued a couple of miscellaneous permits and has not had any comments on those.
He also stated he is in the process of composing a letter with the new fee schedule
that he will send to all the contractors who took out permits in 2019 to officially
      notify them of the new fees. He hopes to send the letters in the next week or so.
	Rebout asked Tim how things are going regarding inspections in the Town. Tim 
      replied that things have slowed down in January and that people seem to be 
      settling in to his schedule, Once he informs people that he has a full-time day job, 
      they are generally willing to work with him and allow him to do inspections on 
      Tuesday and Thursday evenings, or Saturday mornings, in the Town of Janesville.
B. Discussion regarding the request from Nick Rose, director of Camp Indian Trails, at 5801 N. River Road, for a permit to erect two lighted signs measuring 
6 feet tall and 8 feet wide at the entrance to the camp, which is owned by Glacier’s Edge Council of Boy Scouts of America, (BSA). Rebout stated the Town does have a sign ordinance which covers signs that measure 4 feet by 8 feet. At this point, Nick Rose handed out a drawing to illustrate the type of sign and the proposed placement of it at their driveway entrance, in an effort to alert people to their property and avoid safety issues of people backing up on the blind hill because they have missed the Camp’s driveway. The current sign is 6 X 4 feet and is further off the road than the proposed new sign will be. Rebout asked if the new sign will be placed 20 feet from the center of the road and Nick replied it will be 80 feet from the centerline of the road and 6 to 8 feet off the edge of the driveway. The signs will have one conservative soft, white light on each side of the driveway which will not be on all night; on Friday and Saturday nights during the school year, the lights will be on until 10 pm at the latest. During the summer, the lights would be on every night with a similar time frame.
Rebout asked how close to the entrance would a driver have to be in order to see the sign. Nick answered that coming from the south on N. River Road, the sign has pretty good visibility. The tree line is about 30 feet off the road on the other side of the driveway, so the sign will not be behind any trees and will have good visibility coming from the north also. 
Fox asked if people leaving the camp would have clear vision of the road in terms of the placement of the signs, to which Nick answered, yes. Kassel asked if the signs will be placed far enough off the road so that they will not present a problem for the county when plowing N. River Road, or for anybody else. Nick replied, yes. Fox asked about the composition of the sign, and Nick explained it will a sandblasted polyurethane composite made to resemble stone and will be placed on a brick side wall. The Board and Attorney Schroeder proceeded to discuss placement of the signs in relation to the road right-of-way. Nick stated the signs will be placed 20 feet from the blacktop pavement, which Rebout said would be in the road right-of-way. So, the signs would need to be placed further back from the road so as not to be in the road right-of-way. Building Inspector Kienbaum said that typically there is 12 feet of pavement and a 33 foot right-of-way; he suggested that if the Board requires the signs to be placed on Camp Indian Trails’ property outside of the road right-of-way, the signs would need to be moved back another foot (21 feet from the blacktop pavement) to achieve this.
Nick stated that would be fine. At this point, Attorney Schroeder commented that legally, a zoning permit needs to be applied for before any action can be taken, since there is nothing in the zoning ordinances allowing this type of sign. Schroeder said BSA would have to apply through Building Inspector Kienbaum
for a special permit that has to be approved through the Town Board. Schroeder added that some members of the Board may actually want to visit the site to make sure the set back of the sign is adequate, safe and fits in with the area. Schneider asked who the zoning permit would go to, and Schroeder replied that the Building Inspector would receive it and then forward it on to the Town Board, who will then decide whether to grant it and under what conditions. Coplien asked if this will be put on next month’s agenda; Nick Rose asked if he could fill out the
application yet tonight, since he lives in Madison and was not told a month ago 
that he would need to apply; if he had known, he would have had the application completed and ready for tonight’s meeting. Schneider said he did not realize that BSA would need to apply for a building permit for these signs, and Rebout added this is something we’ve never encountered before. Kassel agrees with Schroeder
that the Board should go out and look since they are fairly large, permanent signs.
She added that although Nick and the BSA are trying to meet the needs of their neighbors who have asked for signage, she doesn’t think Nick should object to waiting for one more month to move forward with the signs. After looking at the Town’s zoning permit applications, Schneider said none of those forms will work.
Kienbaum said it would probably be the easiest to just use a standard building permit application and Schroeder agreed. Schroeder read from a resolution put in place some time ago, that the fee for a sign of 51 square feet or more is $75.
Schneider questions why the Board can’t act on this tonight if Nick fills out the application. Schroeder said if the Board wishes to rule on this tonight, and  specify what they are approving, and Building Inspector Kienbaum acting as zoning administrator can make sure it complies with the permit. Nick Rose
will complete the application for a building permit and Building Inspector Kienbaum will drive out to the site in the next couple days to verify it complies with the issues the Board had relative to setbacks and sight distances, in which case he will issue a permit to Nick Rose, representing the BSA, and they can get their signs put up. 



Moved by Rebout, seconded by Coplien, that Glacier’s Edge Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America be granted the permit to erect 2 signs, approximately 
6 feet tall by 8 feet wide that will be lighted, as applied for, as long as the signs 
meet all site line and setback concerns as determined by the Building Inspector.
Motion carried on voice vote.
C. Moved by Schneider, seconded by Rebout, to hold Open Book on Thursday, May 14, 2020, 11AM to 1 PM and Board of Review on Thursday, May 28, 2020, 5PM to 7PM. Motion carried on voice vote.
D. Schneider talked to Pete with the County and they have the Vicon to use in February and March. Last year the Board spent $18,000 on trimming trees with the Vicon; Schneider asked if they want to spend that much on tree trimming again this year; Rebout said he believes we need to keep trimming trees to help save some of these roads from being overly shaded. The Treasurer reminded the
Board that they will be paying their share of the Mineral Point Road project and for the paving of Fenrick Road this year also. Rebout said Stark, Willowdale, and Mineral Point Roads all have several trees in need of trimming and many trees are hanging low after the ice storm this winter. 
Moved by Rebout, seconded by Coplien, to spend up to $20,000 for tree trimming with the Vicon this spring. Motion carried on voice vote.
E. Discussion regarding the Clerk hiring a Deputy Clerk; Rebout stated that
the Board could appoint a Deputy Clerk; the Clerk would not do any hiring. Attorney Schroeder agreed saying the Board would first decide to hire an administrative assistant, then determine who would be hired and the rate of compensation., then under the statute, the Clerk would appoint that person as her Deputy Clerk in writing with a simple document. So, while the Clerk would do the appointing, the Board determines whether there is going to be someone to appoint, and would decide who is to be appointed. Rebout asked if the Clerk
could recommend someone and then the Board could agree or not; Kassel suggested posting the position and interviewing applicants. Schroeder said the Board could use whatever procedure it would like for that purpose. Supervisor Fox asked if while the Board considers hiring an administrative assistant, could the Board also look at extending the hours the Town Office would be open. Attorney Schroeder said extending the office hours would probably be a separate
action item, but the Board could do that in conjunction with the hiring of an administrative assistant. Supervisors Fox and Kassel asked Clerk Eells how many hours of assistance was she thinking she would want from an assistant. Clerk Eells responded, about 5 to 7 hours per week. She told the Board about a woman
she met who owns land on Burdick Road and currently lives in the city, but is hoping to eventually build a home on her property on Burdick Road. This woman holds a real estate broker’s license and had asked if the Town was hiring. Clerk Eells said she especially would like help maintaining the website which she finds challenging and frustrating. At this point Supervisor Kassel asked Clerk Eells to make a list of specific duties with which she needs help; then the Board would discuss it at another meeting, and post the job with the specific duties. Clerk Eells mentioned she is willing to share the Clerk’s salary with the assistant, since there is no extra money set aside in the 2020 budget for an assistant. Rebout said there are many questions to be answered and that he would want to interview anyone applying for the position. The Board tabled this to a future meeting.	



7.	Report by Town Attorney-none
8.	Correspondence       
	A. Sheriff report- on file with clerk
	B. Chairman read a letter from Pete Koch, Rock County Public Works, asking for
	municipalities to contact him with their road projects by the end of April. 

9.	Vouchers
Moved by Fox, seconded by Coplien, that Vouchers #56 through and including #107 be approved for payment. Motion carried on voice vote.	
 
10.	Adjournment
	Moved by Rebout, seconded by Kassel, to adjourn. Motion carried on voice
      vote.
      	
	Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM. 
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  Julie Eells, Town Clerk           Bruce Schneider, Town Chairman
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